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his existence?1 The undeniable fact exists. His
philosophy was written on the margin of his life.
The tragedy of the universal misery is only his
personal tragedy, amplified and elevated to the
rank of an epic. He suffered martyrdom, because
his sensibility was morbid to excess. He felt not
only the stings of fate, but also those of his own
mind. And withal, he was fiery and passionate.
But for the melancholy which held him aloof
from the world, he would have ruined his health
very speedily, destined by the orgy of the senses.
The contradiction in his mental tendencies enabled
him to recover himself. He lived in and through
his ideas. He pondered over the cruel destiny
of man until the moment when his own destiny,
released by age from the inconsistencies of his
temperament, and by success from the cruel-
ties of fate, permitted him to regard the world
differently.

He had, moreover, an intuitive sense. He
wrote as an artist with a rare and penetrating
faculty of vision. He not only went to the heart
of things, but far beyond. Behind the sadness
that surrounded him, he penetrated to the misery
of the world.

In a page of subtle analysis, one of his bio-
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